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Dedication

For every person who mistakes hidden formation for lateness, and for every servant who 

stands at a new threshold carrying more history in God than she first understood.
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Author’s Note

This book is a work of Christian spiritual reflection shaped by the lived journey of Dr. 

Sherry-Ann Brown during Christian International School of the Prophets 2026. It brings 

together college beginnings, approximately twenty years of international mission 

experience, prior service in Monte Coca and throughout the Dominican Republic, one year 

living in the Turks and Caicos Islands, twenty-seven years of life in the United States, travel 

to seven other countries, medical and scientific vocation, spiritual leadership, and a 

concentrated season of prophetic formation. Specific prophetic impressions are presented as 

experiences for prayerful discernment. Scripture, mature counsel, character, accountable 

community, and observable fruit remain essential to interpretation and application.
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Prologue: The Word Suddenly Found Its Years

She had called herself young because the room was new. The vocabulary was new. The 

concentration of training was new. The sense of acceleration was new. Around her were 

people who could name patterns, ofÏces, functions, guardrails, and histories within the 

prophetic movement. It was reasonable to feel like a beginner. Humility had taught her to 

remain teachable, and teachability was a treasure she intended to keep.

Then memory opened. College stood there first, carrying the early flourishing of a gift she 

had not yet learned to describe fully. Monte Coca stood farther down the road, filled with 

people rather than abstraction: patients, families, preaching, teaching, gifts, discipleship, and 

the joining of physical and spiritual care. The Dominican Republic was not the beginning, 

because something had already begun before she arrived. Yet those years gave the gift 

terrain, responsibility, and human faces.

The timeline widened. Approximately twenty years of international mission experience 

came into view. So did a year in the Turks and Caicos Islands, travel through seven other 

countries, and twenty-seven years of life in the United States. Medicine, research, leadership, 

spiritual service, and international recognition had each trained some faculty of attention. A 

life that appeared divided into professional and spiritual chapters began to reveal a deeper 

coherence: she had been learning to listen to hearts.

The discovery did not make the present season smaller. It made it truer. Christian 

International School of the Prophets 2026 belonged to a newly concentrated dimension of 

formation, recognition, stewardship, and authority. The gift itself carried older roots. The 

newness lived in integration, visibility, vocabulary, community, and scale. What appeared 

sudden above ground had years beneath it.

This book explores that revelation for every reader who stands in a fresh room and 

assumes that freshness cancels history. God may be opening a new dimension within a 

calling He has cultivated across decades. The task is to remember accurately, receive 

formation humbly, test responsibly, and walk forward without either minimizing the roots 

or worshiping the fruit.
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Chapter 1

Before She Had Language

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Some beginnings arrive without a title. They enter through attention, through a sentence 

that remains warm long after prayer, through an awareness that another person carries 

more than the words she has spoken. Chapter 1 enters through college rooms, early prayer, 

and the first unmistakable stirrings of a listening life. The question is larger than chronology. 

It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing when the present 

feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Jeremiah 1:4-10. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

That distinction matters because the temptation to call an unnamed gift absent. A life 

interpreted through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The wiser reading is attention 

before explanation. This reading grants dignity to the past while leaving the future free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: college rooms, early prayer, and the first unmistakable 

stirrings of a listening life. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of the soul. 

Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance between a 

quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual act 

available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: honor the 

first places where God trained the ear. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of college rooms, early 

prayer, and the first unmistakable stirrings of a listening life therefore keeps love at the 

center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was changed, and what 

responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Jeremiah 1:4-10. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from the temptation to call an unnamed gift absent toward attention 

before explanation changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 

Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 
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training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with college rooms, early 

prayer, and the first unmistakable stirrings of a listening life. Describe only what can be 

responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, 

and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before drawing 

conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Before She Had Language: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In college rooms, early prayer, 

and the first unmistakable stirrings of a listening life, the decisive evidence is the quality of 

attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices too small 

for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature 

reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Jeremiah 1:4-10 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever the temptation to call an 

unnamed gift absent takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 

soul practices attention before explanation, the story opens toward covenant, community, 

and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of 

demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to 
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love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this 

hour?

The practice of this chapter, honor the first places where God trained the ear, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Jeremiah 1:4-10 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced the 

temptation to call an unnamed gift absent, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

attention before explanation. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening become a 

place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give me 

courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness 

toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 2

The Young Answer

Jeremiah 1:6-8

A life can be underway before the person living it knows the name of the road. God often 

grants experience before vocabulary, responsibility before public explanation, and roots 

before anyone asks where the tree came from. Chapter 2 enters through Jeremiah answering 

from felt inadequacy while God answered from divine knowledge. The question is larger 

than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing 

when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Jeremiah 1:6-8. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

The spiritual danger here is measuring appointment by self-perception. It can distort 

memory and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead means receiving the Sender as the 

source of courage, a posture spacious enough for confidence, correction, and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: Jeremiah answering from felt inadequacy while God answered 

from divine knowledge. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of the soul. 

Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance between a 

quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual act 

available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: let calling 

revise the story told by fear. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it is 

offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment into 

prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, and 

the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of Jeremiah 

answering from felt inadequacy while God answered from divine knowledge therefore 

keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was 

changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Jeremiah 1:6-8. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from measuring appointment by self-perception toward receiving the 

Sender as the source of courage changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 

loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 
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balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with Jeremiah answering from 

felt inadequacy while God answered from divine knowledge. Describe only what can be 

responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, 

and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before drawing 

conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Young Answer: The question beneath this chapter concerns 

the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late because 

communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or because God 

shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is not created 

by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings accountability, shared 

wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In Jeremiah answering from felt inadequacy while 

God answered from divine knowledge, the decisive evidence is the quality of attention 

offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices too small for 

applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature 

reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Jeremiah 1:6-8 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever measuring appointment by self-

perception takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 

practices receiving the Sender as the source of courage, the story opens toward covenant, 

community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 
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prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, let calling revise the story told by fear, can be carried for 

seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Jeremiah 1:6-8 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

measuring appointment by self-perception, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

receiving the Sender as the source of courage. Let every gift become a means of love, every 

opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon 

You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and 

tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 3

Flourishing Before the Map

Psalm 139:13-16

The most important evidence may be quiet. It may live in the memory of a room, the 

weight of compassion, the precision of an impression, or the unusual clarity that came while 

serving someone who could offer nothing in return. Chapter 3 enters through a gift taking 

root before countries, credentials, ministries, and public recognition formed a visible map. 

The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what 

God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind 

it.

The governing text is Psalm 139:13-16. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

Many sincere believers encounter assuming chronology begins when recognition arrives. 

The result is pressure to manufacture certainty. Scripture offers a steadier path: seeing 

hidden growth as real history. Such steadiness protects both the messenger and the people 

who receive the message.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: a gift taking root before countries, credentials, ministries, and 

public recognition formed a visible map. A setting trains perception by asking specific things 

of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: write the 

earlier evidence into the present testimony. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of a gift taking root 

before countries, credentials, ministries, and public recognition formed a visible map 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Psalm 139:13-16. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from assuming chronology begins when recognition arrives toward 

seeing hidden growth as real history changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 
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loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 

balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with a gift taking root before 

countries, credentials, ministries, and public recognition formed a visible map. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Flourishing Before the Map: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In a gift taking root before 

countries, credentials, ministries, and public recognition formed a visible map, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Psalm 139:13-16 into the interior life. The text asks the 

reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins 

the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever assuming chronology begins 

when recognition arrives takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever 

the soul practices seeing hidden growth as real history, the story opens toward covenant, 
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community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 

prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, write the earlier evidence into the present testimony, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Psalm 139:13-16 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

assuming chronology begins when recognition arrives, renew my mind. Form in me the 

strength of seeing hidden growth as real history. Let every gift become a means of love, 

every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence 

upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, 

and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown19

Chapter 4

Monte Coca Was Already Downstream

Isaiah 58:10-12

Calling is often remembered backward. A present opening casts light across earlier years, 

and scattered moments begin to stand together like stones that had always marked one path. 

Chapter 4 enters through service in Monte Coca and throughout the Dominican Republic 

through medicine, teaching, preaching, giving, and discipleship. The question is larger than 

chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing when 

the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Isaiah 58:10-12. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

At this threshold, treating mission as a detour from prophetic formation can sound 

persuasive. Yet the fruit becomes clearer when the calling practices recognizing service as a 

school of God’s heart. The heart grows strong enough to carry increase without becoming 

captive to it.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: service in Monte Coca and throughout the Dominican Republic 

through medicine, teaching, preaching, giving, and discipleship. A setting trains perception 

by asking specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. 

Some expose the distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some 

teach that the most spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand 

the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: name the 

people and places that taught compassion. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of service in Monte 

Coca and throughout the Dominican Republic through medicine, teaching, preaching, giving, 

and discipleship therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, 

how the servant was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Isaiah 58:10-12. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from treating mission as a detour from prophetic formation toward 

recognizing service as a school of God’s heart changes the emotional climate of formation. 
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Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction 

without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. 

This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening 

character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with service in Monte Coca and 

throughout the Dominican Republic through medicine, teaching, preaching, giving, and 

discipleship. Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that 

followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for 

the people involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps 

love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Monte Coca Was Already Downstream: The question beneath 

this chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can 

arrive late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs 

language, or because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it 

prematurely. Reality is not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when 

it brings accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In service in Monte 

Coca and throughout the Dominican Republic through medicine, teaching, preaching, giving, 

and discipleship, the decisive evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and 

neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices too small for applause: returning, 

preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value 

those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Isaiah 58:10-12 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever treating mission as a detour from 

prophetic formation takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 
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soul practices recognizing service as a school of God’s heart, the story opens toward 

covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 

person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, name the people and places that taught compassion, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Isaiah 58:10-12 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced treating 

mission as a detour from prophetic formation, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

recognizing service as a school of God’s heart. Let every gift become a means of love, every 

opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon 

You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and 

tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown23

Chapter 5

The Clinic as a Listening Room

1 Kings 3:9

Divine formation rarely obeys the human appetite for clean beginnings. It moves through 

study, service, displacement, work, friendship, failure, recovery, and the patient repetitions 

by which love becomes trustworthy. Chapter 5 enters through clinical care where symptoms, 

silences, families, and circumstances required disciplined attention. The question is larger 

than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing 

when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is 1 Kings 3:9. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

That distinction matters because separating spiritual discernment from careful 

professional listening. A life interpreted through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The 

wiser reading is letting love make attention exact. This reading grants dignity to the past 

while leaving the future free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: clinical care where symptoms, silences, families, and 

circumstances required disciplined attention. A setting trains perception by asking specific 

things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the 

distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most 

spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing 

nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: listen for 

the person within the presenting need. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of clinical care where 

symptoms, silences, families, and circumstances required disciplined attention therefore 

keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was 

changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within 1 Kings 3:9. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from separating spiritual discernment from careful professional listening 

toward letting love make attention exact changes the emotional climate of formation. 
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Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction 

without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. 

This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening 

character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with clinical care where 

symptoms, silences, families, and circumstances required disciplined attention. Describe 

only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that 

helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved 

before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-

definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Clinic as a Listening Room: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In clinical care where 

symptoms, silences, families, and circumstances required disciplined attention, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows 1 Kings 3:9 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever separating spiritual discernment 

from careful professional listening takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. 
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Whenever the soul practices letting love make attention exact, the story opens toward 

covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 

person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, listen for the person within the presenting need, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive 1 Kings 3:9 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

separating spiritual discernment from careful professional listening, renew my mind. Form 

in me the strength of letting love make attention exact. Let every gift become a means of 

love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my 

dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Chapter 6

What the Nations Taught the Ear

Psalm 96:3

Some beginnings arrive without a title. They enter through attention, through a sentence 

that remains warm long after prayer, through an awareness that another person carries 

more than the words she has spoken. Chapter 6 enters through approximately twenty years 

of international mission experience across varied cultures and responsibilities. The question 

is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been 

doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Psalm 96:3. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

The spiritual danger here is confusing travel with transformation. It can distort memory 

and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead means receiving nations as teachers rather 

than scenery, a posture spacious enough for confidence, correction, and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: approximately twenty years of international mission 

experience across varied cultures and responsibilities. A setting trains perception by asking 

specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose 

the distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the 

most spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person 

standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: record 

what each place revealed about God and humanity. Memory becomes an instrument of 

discernment when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn 

every earlier moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived 

time, testing, service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of approximately 

twenty years of international mission experience across varied cultures and responsibilities 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Psalm 96:3. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from confusing travel with transformation toward receiving nations as 

teachers rather than scenery changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 

Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 
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training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with approximately twenty 

years of international mission experience across varied cultures and responsibilities. 

Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the 

counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people 

involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of 

self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for What the Nations Taught the Ear: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In approximately twenty years 

of international mission experience across varied cultures and responsibilities, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Psalm 96:3 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever confusing travel with 

transformation takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 

practices receiving nations as teachers rather than scenery, the story opens toward 

covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 
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person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, record what each place revealed about God and humanity, 

can be carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. 

On the second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where 

correction improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. 

On the fifth, pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from 

assignment. On the seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. 

This rhythm protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new 

season from consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Psalm 96:3 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

confusing travel with transformation, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of receiving 

nations as teachers rather than scenery. Let every gift become a means of love, every 

opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon 

You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and 

tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 7

One Year on Another Shore

Acts 17:26-27

A life can be underway before the person living it knows the name of the road. God often 

grants experience before vocabulary, responsibility before public explanation, and roots 

before anyone asks where the tree came from. Chapter 7 enters through a year of life in the 

Turks and Caicos Islands, where ordinary days broadened the meaning of dwelling among 

people. The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about 

what God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far 

behind it.

The governing text is Acts 17:26-27. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

Many sincere believers encounter counting only dramatic assignments as formative. The 

result is pressure to manufacture certainty. Scripture offers a steadier path: allowing 

duration to deepen discernment. Such steadiness protects both the messenger and the people 

who receive the message.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: a year of life in the Turks and Caicos Islands, where ordinary 

days broadened the meaning of dwelling among people. A setting trains perception by asking 

specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose 

the distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the 

most spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person 

standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown32

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: notice how 

place reshapes prayer. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it is offered to 

God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment into 

prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, and 

the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of a year of life in the 

Turks and Caicos Islands, where ordinary days broadened the meaning of dwelling among 

people therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the 

servant was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Acts 17:26-27. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from counting only dramatic assignments as formative toward allowing 

duration to deepen discernment changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 
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loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 

balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with a year of life in the Turks 

and Caicos Islands, where ordinary days broadened the meaning of dwelling among people. 

Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the 

counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people 

involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of 

self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for One Year on Another Shore: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In a year of life in the Turks 

and Caicos Islands, where ordinary days broadened the meaning of dwelling among people, 

the decisive evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence 

accumulates through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, 

correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the 

actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Acts 17:26-27 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever counting only dramatic 

assignments as formative takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever 
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the soul practices allowing duration to deepen discernment, the story opens toward 

covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 

person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, notice how place reshapes prayer, can be carried for seven 

days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, identify 

recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved the fruit. 

On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for those 

affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, write a 

restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder while 

allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the older 

wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Acts 17:26-27 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced counting 

only dramatic assignments as formative, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

allowing duration to deepen discernment. Let every gift become a means of love, every 

opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon 

You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and 

tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 8

Twenty-Seven Years Between Worlds

Hebrews 11:13-16

The most important evidence may be quiet. It may live in the memory of a room, the 

weight of compassion, the precision of an impression, or the unusual clarity that came while 

serving someone who could offer nothing in return. Chapter 8 enters through life in the 

United States for twenty-seven years while Caribbean memory and international movement 

remained alive. The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the 

truth about what God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots 

reach far behind it.

The governing text is Hebrews 11:13-16. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

At this threshold, forcing identity into a single geography can sound persuasive. Yet the 

fruit becomes clearer when the calling practices carrying several homes without spiritual 

fragmentation. The heart grows strong enough to carry increase without becoming captive to 

it.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: life in the United States for twenty-seven years while 

Caribbean memory and international movement remained alive. A setting trains perception 

by asking specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. 

Some expose the distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some 

teach that the most spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand 

the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: bless the 

crossings that enlarged belonging. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it 

is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment 

into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, 

and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of life in the United 

States for twenty-seven years while Caribbean memory and international movement 

remained alive therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, 

how the servant was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Hebrews 11:13-16. Calling can be romanticized until it 

loses its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political 

pressures, communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained 

accountable to the God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories 

must therefore preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected 

by spiritual claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from forcing identity into a single geography toward carrying several 

homes without spiritual fragmentation changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 
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loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 

balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with life in the United States for 

twenty-seven years while Caribbean memory and international movement remained alive. 

Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the 

counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people 

involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of 

self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Twenty-Seven Years Between Worlds: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In life in the United States for 

twenty-seven years while Caribbean memory and international movement remained alive, 

the decisive evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence 

accumulates through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, 

correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the 

actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Hebrews 11:13-16 into the interior life. The text asks the 

reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins 

the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever forcing identity into a single 

geography takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 
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practices carrying several homes without spiritual fragmentation, the story opens toward 

covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 

person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, bless the crossings that enlarged belonging, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Hebrews 11:13-16 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced forcing 

identity into a single geography, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of carrying 

several homes without spiritual fragmentation. Let every gift become a means of love, every 

opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon 

You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and 

tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 9

Seven Countries, One Faithful Thread

Psalm 24:1

Calling is often remembered backward. A present opening casts light across earlier years, 

and scattered moments begin to stand together like stones that had always marked one path. 

Chapter 9 enters through travel through seven other countries and the continuity of calling 

across changing settings. The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person 

tells the truth about what God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and 

the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Psalm 24:1. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

That distinction matters because using movement to construct importance. A life 

interpreted through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The wiser reading is following 

the quiet thread of obedience. This reading grants dignity to the past while leaving the future 

free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: travel through seven other countries and the continuity of 

calling across changing settings. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of the 

soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: trace 

continuity more carefully than novelty. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of travel through 

seven other countries and the continuity of calling across changing settings therefore keeps 

love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was changed, 

and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Psalm 24:1. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from using movement to construct importance toward following the quiet 

thread of obedience changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 

Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 
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training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with travel through seven other 

countries and the continuity of calling across changing settings. Describe only what can be 

responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, 

and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before drawing 

conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Seven Countries, One Faithful Thread: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In travel through seven other 

countries and the continuity of calling across changing settings, the decisive evidence is the 

quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices 

too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. 

The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Psalm 24:1 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever using movement to construct 

importance takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 

practices following the quiet thread of obedience, the story opens toward covenant, 

community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 
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prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, trace continuity more carefully than novelty, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Psalm 24:1 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced using 

movement to construct importance, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of following 

the quiet thread of obedience. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening become 

a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give me 

courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness 

toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 10

The Heart Has Two Chambers

Proverbs 4:23

Divine formation rarely obeys the human appetite for clean beginnings. It moves through 

study, service, displacement, work, friendship, failure, recovery, and the patient repetitions 

by which love becomes trustworthy. Chapter 10 enters through physical and spiritual 

cardiology meeting in a vocation of listening, interpreting, strengthening, and responding. 

The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what 

God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind 

it.

The governing text is Proverbs 4:23. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

The spiritual danger here is splitting sacred calling from medical vocation. It can distort 

memory and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead means integrating knowledge 

under love, a posture spacious enough for confidence, correction, and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: physical and spiritual cardiology meeting in a vocation of 

listening, interpreting, strengthening, and responding. A setting trains perception by asking 

specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose 

the distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the 

most spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person 

standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: serve the 

whole person with disciplined humility. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of physical and 

spiritual cardiology meeting in a vocation of listening, interpreting, strengthening, and 

responding therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how 

the servant was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Proverbs 4:23. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from splitting sacred calling from medical vocation toward integrating 

knowledge under love changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 
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Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 

training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with physical and spiritual 

cardiology meeting in a vocation of listening, interpreting, strengthening, and responding. 

Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the 

counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people 

involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of 

self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Heart Has Two Chambers: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In physical and spiritual 

cardiology meeting in a vocation of listening, interpreting, strengthening, and responding, 

the decisive evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence 

accumulates through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, 

correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the 

actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Proverbs 4:23 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever splitting sacred calling from 

medical vocation takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 
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practices integrating knowledge under love, the story opens toward covenant, community, 

and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of 

demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to 

love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this 

hour?

The practice of this chapter, serve the whole person with disciplined humility, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Proverbs 4:23 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced splitting 

sacred calling from medical vocation, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

integrating knowledge under love. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening 

become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give 

me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness 

toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 11

Science and the Seer’s Restraint

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

Some beginnings arrive without a title. They enter through attention, through a sentence 

that remains warm long after prayer, through an awareness that another person carries 

more than the words she has spoken. Chapter 11 enters through research habits that require 

evidence, uncertainty, revision, and accountable interpretation. The question is larger than 

chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing when 

the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22. Read slowly, it places initiative with God 

and response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-

importance. It summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and 

sustains; the called person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the 

manner in which the word is carried.

Many sincere believers encounter treating spiritual confidence as permission for 

overstatement. The result is pressure to manufacture certainty. Scripture offers a steadier 

path: testing while preserving holy openness. Such steadiness protects both the messenger 

and the people who receive the message.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: research habits that require evidence, uncertainty, revision, 

and accountable interpretation. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of the 

soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: separate 

revelation, interpretation, and application. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of research habits that 

require evidence, uncertainty, revision, and accountable interpretation therefore keeps love 

at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was changed, and 

what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22. Calling can be romanticized until 

it loses its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political 

pressures, communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained 

accountable to the God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories 

must therefore preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected 

by spiritual claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from treating spiritual confidence as permission for overstatement 

toward testing while preserving holy openness changes the emotional climate of formation. 

Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction 

without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. 
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This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening 

character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with research habits that 

require evidence, uncertainty, revision, and accountable interpretation. Describe only what 

can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Science and the Seer’s Restraint: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In research habits that require 

evidence, uncertainty, revision, and accountable interpretation, the decisive evidence is the 

quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices 

too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. 

The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 into the interior life. The text asks 

the reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace 

begins the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever treating spiritual 

confidence as permission for overstatement takes control, the story narrows around self-

evaluation. Whenever the soul practices testing while preserving holy openness, the story 

opens toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the 

questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant 
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asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what 

form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, separate revelation, interpretation, and application, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 

with reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

treating spiritual confidence as permission for overstatement, renew my mind. Form in me 

the strength of testing while preserving holy openness. Let every gift become a means of 

love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my 

dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Chapter 12

The Gift Under Ordinary Clothes

Colossians 3:17

A life can be underway before the person living it knows the name of the road. God often 

grants experience before vocabulary, responsibility before public explanation, and roots 

before anyone asks where the tree came from. Chapter 12 enters through prophetic 

sensitivity carried through laboratories, clinics, classrooms, meetings, and hidden acts of 

care. The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about 

what God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far 

behind it.

The governing text is Colossians 3:17. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

At this threshold, waiting for a platform before valuing obedience can sound persuasive. 

Yet the fruit becomes clearer when the calling practices recognizing sacred weight in 

ordinary faithfulness. The heart grows strong enough to carry increase without becoming 

captive to it.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: prophetic sensitivity carried through laboratories, clinics, 

classrooms, meetings, and hidden acts of care. A setting trains perception by asking specific 

things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the 

distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most 

spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing 

nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown52

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: practice the 

gift where love already requires presence. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of prophetic 

sensitivity carried through laboratories, clinics, classrooms, meetings, and hidden acts of 

care therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the 

servant was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Colossians 3:17. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from waiting for a platform before valuing obedience toward recognizing 

sacred weight in ordinary faithfulness changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 
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loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 

balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with prophetic sensitivity 

carried through laboratories, clinics, classrooms, meetings, and hidden acts of care. Describe 

only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that 

helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved 

before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-

definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Gift Under Ordinary Clothes: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In prophetic sensitivity carried 

through laboratories, clinics, classrooms, meetings, and hidden acts of care, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Colossians 3:17 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever waiting for a platform before 

valuing obedience takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 
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soul practices recognizing sacred weight in ordinary faithfulness, the story opens toward 

covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 

person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, practice the gift where love already requires presence, can 

be carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On 

the second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Colossians 3:17 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced waiting 

for a platform before valuing obedience, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

recognizing sacred weight in ordinary faithfulness. Let every gift become a means of love, 

every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence 

upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, 

and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 13

Anna Knew the Long Wait

Luke 2:36-38

The most important evidence may be quiet. It may live in the memory of a room, the 

weight of compassion, the precision of an impression, or the unusual clarity that came while 

serving someone who could offer nothing in return. Chapter 13 enters through Anna of 

Asher serving through decades until recognition and proclamation met their appointed hour. 

The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what 

God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind 

it.

The governing text is Luke 2:36-38. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

That distinction matters because calling long preparation delay. A life interpreted 

through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The wiser reading is allowing worship to 

become durable perception. This reading grants dignity to the past while leaving the future 

free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: Anna of Asher serving through decades until recognition and 

proclamation met their appointed hour. A setting trains perception by asking specific things 

of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: let 

constancy ripen the voice. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it is offered 

to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment into 

prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, and 

the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of Anna of Asher 

serving through decades until recognition and proclamation met their appointed hour 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Luke 2:36-38. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from calling long preparation delay toward allowing worship to become 

durable perception changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 
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Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 

training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with Anna of Asher serving 

through decades until recognition and proclamation met their appointed hour. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Anna Knew the Long Wait: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In Anna of Asher serving 

through decades until recognition and proclamation met their appointed hour, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Luke 2:36-38 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever calling long preparation delay 

takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul practices 

allowing worship to become durable perception, the story opens toward covenant, 
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community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 

prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, let constancy ripen the voice, can be carried for seven days. 

On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, identify 

recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved the fruit. 

On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for those 

affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, write a 

restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder while 

allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the older 

wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Luke 2:36-38 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced calling 

long preparation delay, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of allowing worship to 

become durable perception. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening become a 

place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give me 

courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness 

toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 14

Daniel Learned the Language of Courts

Daniel 1:17-20

Calling is often remembered backward. A present opening casts light across earlier years, 

and scattered moments begin to stand together like stones that had always marked one path. 

Chapter 14 enters through Daniel growing in wisdom, interpretation, prayer, courage, and 

public responsibility within a foreign system. The question is larger than chronology. It 

concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing when the present feels 

dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Daniel 1:17-20. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

The spiritual danger here is imagining spiritual authority as exemption from excellence. 

It can distort memory and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead means joining 

revelation to disciplined competence, a posture spacious enough for confidence, correction, 

and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: Daniel growing in wisdom, interpretation, prayer, courage, and 

public responsibility within a foreign system. A setting trains perception by asking specific 

things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the 

distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most 

spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing 

nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: prepare for 

rooms where truth must be both clear and wise. Memory becomes an instrument of 

discernment when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn 

every earlier moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived 

time, testing, service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of Daniel growing in 

wisdom, interpretation, prayer, courage, and public responsibility within a foreign system 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Daniel 1:17-20. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from imagining spiritual authority as exemption from excellence toward 

joining revelation to disciplined competence changes the emotional climate of formation. 
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Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction 

without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. 

This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening 

character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with Daniel growing in wisdom, 

interpretation, prayer, courage, and public responsibility within a foreign system. Describe 

only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that 

helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved 

before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-

definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Daniel Learned the Language of Courts: The question beneath 

this chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can 

arrive late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs 

language, or because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it 

prematurely. Reality is not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when 

it brings accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In Daniel growing in 

wisdom, interpretation, prayer, courage, and public responsibility within a foreign system, 

the decisive evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence 

accumulates through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, 

correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the 

actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Daniel 1:17-20 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever imagining spiritual authority as 

exemption from excellence takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. 



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown62

Whenever the soul practices joining revelation to disciplined competence, the story opens 

toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the 

questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant 

asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what 

form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, prepare for rooms where truth must be both clear and wise, 

can be carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. 

On the second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where 

correction improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. 

On the fifth, pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from 

assignment. On the seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. 

This rhythm protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new 

season from consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Daniel 1:17-20 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

imagining spiritual authority as exemption from excellence, renew my mind. Form in me the 

strength of joining revelation to disciplined competence. Let every gift become a means of 

love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my 

dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Chapter 15

Jehoshaphat Faced the Multitude

2 Chronicles 20:12-22

Divine formation rarely obeys the human appetite for clean beginnings. It moves through 

study, service, displacement, work, friendship, failure, recovery, and the patient repetitions 

by which love becomes trustworthy. Chapter 15 enters through a leader meeting national 

threat through prayer, prophetic direction, ordered response, and worship. The question is 

larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been 

doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is 2 Chronicles 20:12-22. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

Many sincere believers encounter using prophecy to avoid responsible leadership. The 

result is pressure to manufacture certainty. Scripture offers a steadier path: letting divine 

direction organize communal action. Such steadiness protects both the messenger and the 

people who receive the message.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: a leader meeting national threat through prayer, prophetic 

direction, ordered response, and worship. A setting trains perception by asking specific 

things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the 

distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most 

spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing 

nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: move from 

hearing toward faithful coordination. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when 

it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment 

into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, 

and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of a leader meeting 

national threat through prayer, prophetic direction, ordered response, and worship 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within 2 Chronicles 20:12-22. Calling can be romanticized until it 

loses its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political 

pressures, communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained 

accountable to the God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories 

must therefore preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected 

by spiritual claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from using prophecy to avoid responsible leadership toward letting divine 

direction organize communal action changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 
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loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 

balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with a leader meeting national 

threat through prayer, prophetic direction, ordered response, and worship. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Jehoshaphat Faced the Multitude: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In a leader meeting national 

threat through prayer, prophetic direction, ordered response, and worship, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows 2 Chronicles 20:12-22 into the interior life. The text asks the 

reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins 

the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever using prophecy to avoid 

responsible leadership takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever 

the soul practices letting divine direction organize communal action, the story opens toward 



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown66

covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 

person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, move from hearing toward faithful coordination, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive 2 Chronicles 20:12-22 

with reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

using prophecy to avoid responsible leadership, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

letting divine direction organize communal action. Let every gift become a means of love, 

every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence 

upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, 

and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 16

The New Dimension

Isaiah 43:18-19

Some beginnings arrive without a title. They enter through attention, through a sentence 

that remains warm long after prayer, through an awareness that another person carries 

more than the words she has spoken. Chapter 16 enters through the realization that present 

acceleration marks expansion of stewardship rather than birth of the gift. The question is 

larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been 

doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Isaiah 43:18-19. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

At this threshold, erasing history in order to celebrate novelty can sound persuasive. Yet 

the fruit becomes clearer when the calling practices welcoming increase upon established 

roots. The heart grows strong enough to carry increase without becoming captive to it.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: the realization that present acceleration marks expansion of 

stewardship rather than birth of the gift. A setting trains perception by asking specific things 

of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: enter the 

new carrying the wisdom of the old. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it 

is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment 

into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, 

and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of the realization that 

present acceleration marks expansion of stewardship rather than birth of the gift therefore 

keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was 

changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Isaiah 43:18-19. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from erasing history in order to celebrate novelty toward welcoming 

increase upon established roots changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 

loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown69

balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with the realization that present 

acceleration marks expansion of stewardship rather than birth of the gift. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The New Dimension: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In the realization that present 

acceleration marks expansion of stewardship rather than birth of the gift, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Isaiah 43:18-19 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever erasing history in order to 

celebrate novelty takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 

practices welcoming increase upon established roots, the story opens toward covenant, 

community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 
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prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, enter the new carrying the wisdom of the old, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Isaiah 43:18-19 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced erasing 

history in order to celebrate novelty, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of welcoming 

increase upon established roots. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening 

become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give 

me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness 

toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 17

Speed Has a Backstory

Amos 9:13

A life can be underway before the person living it knows the name of the road. God often 

grants experience before vocabulary, responsibility before public explanation, and roots 

before anyone asks where the tree came from. Chapter 17 enters through the speedy-track 

word illuminated by decades of formation that make present acceleration sustainable. The 

question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God 

has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Amos 9:13. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

That distinction matters because mistaking acceleration for instant maturity. A life 

interpreted through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The wiser reading is seeing 

sudden visibility as harvested preparation. This reading grants dignity to the past while 

leaving the future free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: the speedy-track word illuminated by decades of formation 

that make present acceleration sustainable. A setting trains perception by asking specific 

things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the 

distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most 

spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing 

nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: prepare 

capacity for the pace of fulfillment. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it 

is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment 

into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, 

and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of the speedy-track 

word illuminated by decades of formation that make present acceleration sustainable 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Amos 9:13. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from mistaking acceleration for instant maturity toward seeing sudden 

visibility as harvested preparation changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 
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loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 

balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with the speedy-track word 

illuminated by decades of formation that make present acceleration sustainable. Describe 

only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that 

helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved 

before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-

definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Speed Has a Backstory: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In the speedy-track word 

illuminated by decades of formation that make present acceleration sustainable, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Amos 9:13 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever mistaking acceleration for instant 

maturity takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 
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practices seeing sudden visibility as harvested preparation, the story opens toward covenant, 

community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 

prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, prepare capacity for the pace of fulfillment, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Amos 9:13 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

mistaking acceleration for instant maturity, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

seeing sudden visibility as harvested preparation. Let every gift become a means of love, 

every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence 

upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, 

and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 18

Formal Training Finds the River

Proverbs 11:14

The most important evidence may be quiet. It may live in the memory of a room, the 

weight of compassion, the precision of an impression, or the unusual clarity that came while 

serving someone who could offer nothing in return. Chapter 18 enters through CISOP 2026, 

Christian International formation, Bethel School of the Prophets, the Emerging Prophets 

community, Arise, and related training giving language and accountability to a living history. 

The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what 

God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind 

it.

The governing text is Proverbs 11:14. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

The spiritual danger here is using training either as proof of superiority or as dismissal of 

prior experience. It can distort memory and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead 

means receiving community as refinement and stewardship, a posture spacious enough for 

confidence, correction, and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: CISOP 2026, Christian International formation, Bethel School of 

the Prophets, the Emerging Prophets community, Arise, and related training giving language 

and accountability to a living history. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of 

the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 
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permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: let 

instruction name, test, and strengthen what has grown. Memory becomes an instrument of 

discernment when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn 

every earlier moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived 

time, testing, service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of CISOP 2026, 

Christian International formation, Bethel School of the Prophets, the Emerging Prophets 

community, Arise, and related training giving language and accountability to a living history 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Proverbs 11:14. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.
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The movement from using training either as proof of superiority or as dismissal of prior 

experience toward receiving community as refinement and stewardship changes the 

emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The 

learner can receive instruction without pretending to have no history, and can honor history 

without resisting instruction. This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining 

language, strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to 

serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with CISOP 2026, Christian 

International formation, Bethel School of the Prophets, the Emerging Prophets community, 

Arise, and related training giving language and accountability to a living history. Describe 

only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that 

helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved 

before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-

definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Formal Training Finds the River: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In CISOP 2026, Christian 

International formation, Bethel School of the Prophets, the Emerging Prophets community, 

Arise, and related training giving language and accountability to a living history, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 
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keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Proverbs 11:14 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever using training either as proof of 

superiority or as dismissal of prior experience takes control, the story narrows around self-

evaluation. Whenever the soul practices receiving community as refinement and 

stewardship, the story opens toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel 

quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is 

my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry 

carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, let instruction name, test, and strengthen what has grown, 

can be carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. 

On the second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where 

correction improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. 

On the fifth, pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from 

assignment. On the seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. 

This rhythm protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new 

season from consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Proverbs 11:14 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced using 

training either as proof of superiority or as dismissal of prior experience, renew my mind. 

Form in me the strength of receiving community as refinement and stewardship. Let every 

gift become a means of love, every opening become a place of service, and every new 

dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, 

patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life 

intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 19

Character Carries What Gift Opens

1 Corinthians 13:1-7

Calling is often remembered backward. A present opening casts light across earlier years, 

and scattered moments begin to stand together like stones that had always marked one path. 

Chapter 19 enters through formation in Scripture, humility, courage, discernment, 

responsibility, and love. The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person 

tells the truth about what God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and 

the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is 1 Corinthians 13:1-7. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

Many sincere believers encounter celebrating accuracy while neglecting fruit. The result 

is pressure to manufacture certainty. Scripture offers a steadier path: making character the 

vessel of revelation. Such steadiness protects both the messenger and the people who receive 

the message.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: formation in Scripture, humility, courage, discernment, 

responsibility, and love. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of the soul. 

Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance between a 

quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual act 

available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: measure 

increase by love and trustworthy stewardship. Memory becomes an instrument of 

discernment when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn 

every earlier moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived 

time, testing, service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of formation in 

Scripture, humility, courage, discernment, responsibility, and love therefore keeps love at 

the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was changed, and what 

responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within 1 Corinthians 13:1-7. Calling can be romanticized until it 

loses its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political 

pressures, communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained 

accountable to the God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories 

must therefore preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected 

by spiritual claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from celebrating accuracy while neglecting fruit toward making character 

the vessel of revelation changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 

Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 
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training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with formation in Scripture, 

humility, courage, discernment, responsibility, and love. Describe only what can be 

responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, 

and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before drawing 

conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Character Carries What Gift Opens: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In formation in Scripture, 

humility, courage, discernment, responsibility, and love, the decisive evidence is the quality 

of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices too 

small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. The 

mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 into the interior life. The text asks the 

reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins 

the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever celebrating accuracy while 

neglecting fruit takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 

practices making character the vessel of revelation, the story opens toward covenant, 

community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 
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prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, measure increase by love and trustworthy stewardship, can 

be carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On 

the second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

with reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

celebrating accuracy while neglecting fruit, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

making character the vessel of revelation. Let every gift become a means of love, every 

opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon 

You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and 

tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 20

The Difference Between Gift and OfÏce

Ephesians 4:11-13

Divine formation rarely obeys the human appetite for clean beginnings. It moves through 

study, service, displacement, work, friendship, failure, recovery, and the patient repetitions 

by which love becomes trustworthy. Chapter 20 enters through the distinction among gifting, 

function, calling, recognition, and the fivefold ministry ofÏces of apostle, prophet, evangelist, 

pastor, and teacher. The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells 

the truth about what God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the 

roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Ephesians 4:11-13. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

At this threshold, forcing identity before fruit, community, and divine timing clarify it can 

sound persuasive. Yet the fruit becomes clearer when the calling practices allowing function 

and formation to precede declaration. The heart grows strong enough to carry increase 

without becoming captive to it.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: the distinction among gifting, function, calling, recognition, 

and the fivefold ministry ofÏces of apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher. A setting 

trains perception by asking specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some 

require courage. Some expose the distance between a quick impression and a faithful 

interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual act available is to remain present long 

enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: hold 

identity with conviction and teachability. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of the distinction 

among gifting, function, calling, recognition, and the fivefold ministry ofÏces of apostle, 

prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how 

service strengthened others, how the servant was changed, and what responsibilities 

continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Ephesians 4:11-13. Calling can be romanticized until it 

loses its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political 

pressures, communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained 

accountable to the God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories 

must therefore preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected 

by spiritual claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.
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The movement from forcing identity before fruit, community, and divine timing clarify it 

toward allowing function and formation to precede declaration changes the emotional 

climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can 

receive instruction without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without 

resisting instruction. This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining 

language, strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to 

serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with the distinction among 

gifting, function, calling, recognition, and the fivefold ministry ofÏces of apostle, prophet, 

evangelist, pastor, and teacher. Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name 

the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. 

Finally, pray for the people involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. 

This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Difference Between Gift and OfÏce: The question beneath 

this chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can 

arrive late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs 

language, or because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it 

prematurely. Reality is not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when 

it brings accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In the distinction 

among gifting, function, calling, recognition, and the fivefold ministry ofÏces of apostle, 

prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher, the decisive evidence is the quality of attention 

offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices too small for 

applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature 

reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.
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A second meditation follows Ephesians 4:11-13 into the interior life. The text asks the 

reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins 

the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever forcing identity before fruit, 

community, and divine timing clarify it takes control, the story narrows around self-

evaluation. Whenever the soul practices allowing function and formation to precede 

declaration, the story opens toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel 

quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is 

my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry 

carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, hold identity with conviction and teachability, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Ephesians 4:11-13 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced forcing 

identity before fruit, community, and divine timing clarify it, renew my mind. Form in me 

the strength of allowing function and formation to precede declaration. Let every gift 

become a means of love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension 

deepen my dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Chapter 21

Known Among Nations

Genesis 12:2-3

Some beginnings arrive without a title. They enter through attention, through a sentence 

that remains warm long after prayer, through an awareness that another person carries 

more than the words she has spoken. Chapter 21 enters through international recognition in 

professional and spiritual niches as a sphere for service rather than self-enlargement. The 

question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God 

has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Genesis 12:2-3. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

That distinction matters because reading recognition as possession. A life interpreted 

through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The wiser reading is converting influence 

into blessing. This reading grants dignity to the past while leaving the future free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: international recognition in professional and spiritual niches 

as a sphere for service rather than self-enlargement. A setting trains perception by asking 

specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose 

the distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the 

most spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person 

standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: ask whom 

visibility permits one to strengthen. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it 

is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment 

into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, 

and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of international 

recognition in professional and spiritual niches as a sphere for service rather than self-

enlargement therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how 

the servant was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Genesis 12:2-3. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from reading recognition as possession toward converting influence into 

blessing changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses 

some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending to have no history, 

and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows training to perform 
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its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and 

enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with international recognition 

in professional and spiritual niches as a sphere for service rather than self-enlargement. 

Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the 

counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people 

involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of 

self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Known Among Nations: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In international recognition in 

professional and spiritual niches as a sphere for service rather than self-enlargement, the 

decisive evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence 

accumulates through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, 

correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the 

actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Genesis 12:2-3 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever reading recognition as possession 

takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul practices 

converting influence into blessing, the story opens toward covenant, community, and 

service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of 
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demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to 

love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this 

hour?

The practice of this chapter, ask whom visibility permits one to strengthen, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Genesis 12:2-3 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced reading 

recognition as possession, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of converting influence 

into blessing. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening become a place of 

service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give me courage for 

the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness toward every 

person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 22

Sent to Hearts and Systems

Jeremiah 1:10

A life can be underway before the person living it knows the name of the road. God often 

grants experience before vocabulary, responsibility before public explanation, and roots 

before anyone asks where the tree came from. Chapter 22 enters through a calling toward 

clinicians, doctors, trainees, interns, researchers, leaders, communities, and nations. The 

question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God 

has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Jeremiah 1:10. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

The spiritual danger here is shrinking prophecy into private encouragement alone. It can 

distort memory and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead means speaking life where 

people and structures shape one another, a posture spacious enough for confidence, 

correction, and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: a calling toward clinicians, doctors, trainees, interns, 

researchers, leaders, communities, and nations. A setting trains perception by asking specific 

things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the 

distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most 

spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing 

nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: discern the 

scale of each assignment. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it is offered 

to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment into 

prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, and 

the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of a calling toward 

clinicians, doctors, trainees, interns, researchers, leaders, communities, and nations 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Jeremiah 1:10. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from shrinking prophecy into private encouragement alone toward 

speaking life where people and structures shape one another changes the emotional climate 
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of formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive 

instruction without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting 

instruction. This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, 

strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with a calling toward clinicians, 

doctors, trainees, interns, researchers, leaders, communities, and nations. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Sent to Hearts and Systems: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In a calling toward clinicians, 

doctors, trainees, interns, researchers, leaders, communities, and nations, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Jeremiah 1:10 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever shrinking prophecy into private 

encouragement alone takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 

soul practices speaking life where people and structures shape one another, the story opens 
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toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the 

questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant 

asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what 

form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, discern the scale of each assignment, can be carried for 

seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Jeremiah 1:10 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

shrinking prophecy into private encouragement alone, renew my mind. Form in me the 

strength of speaking life where people and structures shape one another. Let every gift 

become a means of love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension 

deepen my dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Chapter 23

Latin America in the Field of Vision

Matthew 28:19-20

The most important evidence may be quiet. It may live in the memory of a room, the 

weight of compassion, the precision of an impression, or the unusual clarity that came while 

serving someone who could offer nothing in return. Chapter 23 enters through Latin 

America as part of the missional horizon shaped by prior Dominican Republic service. The 

question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God 

has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Matthew 28:19-20. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

Many sincere believers encounter turning remembered service into entitlement over 

future direction. The result is pressure to manufacture certainty. Scripture offers a steadier 

path: carrying affection with openness to fresh instruction. Such steadiness protects both the 

messenger and the people who receive the message.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: Latin America as part of the missional horizon shaped by prior 

Dominican Republic service. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of the soul. 

Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance between a 

quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual act 

available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: pray for 

regions without scripting God’s itinerary. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of Latin America as 

part of the missional horizon shaped by prior Dominican Republic service therefore keeps 

love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was changed, 

and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Matthew 28:19-20. Calling can be romanticized until it 

loses its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political 

pressures, communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained 

accountable to the God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories 

must therefore preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected 

by spiritual claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from turning remembered service into entitlement over future direction 

toward carrying affection with openness to fresh instruction changes the emotional climate 

of formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive 

instruction without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting 
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instruction. This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, 

strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with Latin America as part of 

the missional horizon shaped by prior Dominican Republic service. Describe only what can 

be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped interpret 

it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before drawing 

conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Latin America in the Field of Vision: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In Latin America as part of the 

missional horizon shaped by prior Dominican Republic service, the decisive evidence is the 

quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices 

too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. 

The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Matthew 28:19-20 into the interior life. The text asks the 

reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins 

the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever turning remembered service 

into entitlement over future direction takes control, the story narrows around self-

evaluation. Whenever the soul practices carrying affection with openness to fresh 

instruction, the story opens toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel 

quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is 



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown98

my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry 

carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, pray for regions without scripting God’s itinerary, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Matthew 28:19-20 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced turning 

remembered service into entitlement over future direction, renew my mind. Form in me the 

strength of carrying affection with openness to fresh instruction. Let every gift become a 

means of love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen 

my dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Chapter 24

The Watchman Learns Love

Ezekiel 33:7

Calling is often remembered backward. A present opening casts light across earlier years, 

and scattered moments begin to stand together like stones that had always marked one path. 

Chapter 24 enters through watchfulness formed through prayer, ethical care, timely 

warning, patient observation, and hope. The question is larger than chronology. It concerns 

how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing when the present feels 

dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Ezekiel 33:7. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

At this threshold, confusing vigilance with suspicion can sound persuasive. Yet the fruit 

becomes clearer when the calling practices watching from covenantal concern. The heart 

grows strong enough to carry increase without becoming captive to it.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: watchfulness formed through prayer, ethical care, timely 

warning, patient observation, and hope. A setting trains perception by asking specific things 

of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: let every 

warning seek protection and restoration. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment 

when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier 

moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, 

service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of watchfulness 

formed through prayer, ethical care, timely warning, patient observation, and hope 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Ezekiel 33:7. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from confusing vigilance with suspicion toward watching from 

covenantal concern changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 

Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 
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training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with watchfulness formed 

through prayer, ethical care, timely warning, patient observation, and hope. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Watchman Learns Love: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In watchfulness formed 

through prayer, ethical care, timely warning, patient observation, and hope, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Ezekiel 33:7 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever confusing vigilance with 

suspicion takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 

practices watching from covenantal concern, the story opens toward covenant, community, 

and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of 

demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to 
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love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this 

hour?

The practice of this chapter, let every warning seek protection and restoration, can be 

carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the 

second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction 

improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, 

pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the 

seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm 

protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from 

consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Ezekiel 33:7 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

confusing vigilance with suspicion, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of watching 

from covenantal concern. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening become a 

place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give me 

courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness 

toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 25

The Prophet as Builder and Planter

Jeremiah 1:9-10

Divine formation rarely obeys the human appetite for clean beginnings. It moves through 

study, service, displacement, work, friendship, failure, recovery, and the patient repetitions 

by which love becomes trustworthy. Chapter 25 enters through Jeremiah’s commission 

moving through uprooting, overthrowing, building, and planting. The question is larger than 

chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing when 

the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Jeremiah 1:9-10. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

That distinction matters because magnifying demolition while neglecting cultivation. A 

life interpreted through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The wiser reading is pairing 

truth with constructive imagination. This reading grants dignity to the past while leaving the 

future free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: Jeremiah’s commission moving through uprooting, 

overthrowing, building, and planting. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of 

the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: leave 

people with a faithful next step. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it is 

offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment into 

prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, and 

the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of Jeremiah’s 

commission moving through uprooting, overthrowing, building, and planting therefore 

keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was 

changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Jeremiah 1:9-10. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from magnifying demolition while neglecting cultivation toward pairing 

truth with constructive imagination changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety 

loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without 

pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This 
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balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, 

clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with Jeremiah’s commission 

moving through uprooting, overthrowing, building, and planting. Describe only what can be 

responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, 

and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before drawing 

conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Prophet as Builder and Planter: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In Jeremiah’s commission 

moving through uprooting, overthrowing, building, and planting, the decisive evidence is the 

quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices 

too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. 

The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows Jeremiah 1:9-10 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever magnifying demolition while 

neglecting cultivation takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 

soul practices pairing truth with constructive imagination, the story opens toward covenant, 

community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 
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prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, leave people with a faithful next step, can be carried for 

seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Jeremiah 1:9-10 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced 

magnifying demolition while neglecting cultivation, renew my mind. Form in me the 

strength of pairing truth with constructive imagination. Let every gift become a means of 

love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my 

dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Chapter 26

Responsible Fire

2 Timothy 1:6-7

Some beginnings arrive without a title. They enter through attention, through a sentence 

that remains warm long after prayer, through an awareness that another person carries 

more than the words she has spoken. Chapter 26 enters through images of fire, oil, keys, 

doors, counsel, and authority received during concentrated formation. The question is larger 

than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing 

when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is 2 Timothy 1:6-7. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

The spiritual danger here is using vivid symbols as self-certifying conclusions. It can 

distort memory and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead means stewarding images 

through Scripture, community, timing, and fruit, a posture spacious enough for confidence, 

correction, and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: images of fire, oil, keys, doors, counsel, and authority received 

during concentrated formation. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of the 

soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: ask what 

love requires the symbol to produce. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when 

it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment 

into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, 

and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of images of fire, oil, 

keys, doors, counsel, and authority received during concentrated formation therefore keeps 

love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was changed, 

and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within 2 Timothy 1:6-7. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from using vivid symbols as self-certifying conclusions toward stewarding 

images through Scripture, community, timing, and fruit changes the emotional climate of 

formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive 

instruction without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting 
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instruction. This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, 

strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with images of fire, oil, keys, 

doors, counsel, and authority received during concentrated formation. Describe only what 

can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for Responsible Fire: The question beneath this chapter concerns 

the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late because 

communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or because God 

shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is not created 

by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings accountability, shared 

wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In images of fire, oil, keys, doors, counsel, and 

authority received during concentrated formation, the decisive evidence is the quality of 

attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates through choices too small 

for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and keeping confidence. The mature 

reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance of formation.

A second meditation follows 2 Timothy 1:6-7 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever using vivid symbols as self-

certifying conclusions takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 

soul practices stewarding images through Scripture, community, timing, and fruit, the story 

opens toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the 

questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant 
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asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what 

form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, ask what love requires the symbol to produce, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive 2 Timothy 1:6-7 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced using 

vivid symbols as self-certifying conclusions, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

stewarding images through Scripture, community, timing, and fruit. Let every gift become a 

means of love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen 

my dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown111

Chapter 27

When the Public Sees Suddenly

Mark 4:26-29

A life can be underway before the person living it knows the name of the road. God often 

grants experience before vocabulary, responsibility before public explanation, and roots 

before anyone asks where the tree came from. Chapter 27 enters through the possibility that 

others encounter an apparently rapid emergence after years of unseen development. The 

question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God 

has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Mark 4:26-29. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

Many sincere believers encounter resenting those who did not witness the roots. The 

result is pressure to manufacture certainty. Scripture offers a steadier path: offering 

testimony without demanding validation. Such steadiness protects both the messenger and 

the people who receive the message.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: the possibility that others encounter an apparently rapid 

emergence after years of unseen development. A setting trains perception by asking specific 

things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the 

distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most 

spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing 

nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: tell the 

hidden history with gratitude. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it is 

offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment into 

prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, and 

the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of the possibility that 

others encounter an apparently rapid emergence after years of unseen development 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Mark 4:26-29. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from resenting those who did not witness the roots toward offering 

testimony without demanding validation changes the emotional climate of formation. 
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Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction 

without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. 

This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening 

character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with the possibility that others 

encounter an apparently rapid emergence after years of unseen development. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for When the Public Sees Suddenly: The question beneath this 

chapter concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive 

late because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In the possibility that others 

encounter an apparently rapid emergence after years of unseen development, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Mark 4:26-29 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever resenting those who did not 

witness the roots takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul 

practices offering testimony without demanding validation, the story opens toward 
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covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a 

person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom 

am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of 

faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, tell the hidden history with gratitude, can be carried for 

seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Mark 4:26-29 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced resenting 

those who did not witness the roots, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of offering 

testimony without demanding validation. Let every gift become a means of love, every 

opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon 

You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and 

tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 28

A Community That Can Hear

1 Corinthians 14:3

The most important evidence may be quiet. It may live in the memory of a room, the 

weight of compassion, the precision of an impression, or the unusual clarity that came while 

serving someone who could offer nothing in return. Chapter 28 enters through prophetic 

culture shaped by caring, listening, hearing, seeing, testing, and strengthening one another. 

The question is larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what 

God has been doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind 

it.

The governing text is 1 Corinthians 14:3. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

At this threshold, making the loudest voice the center can sound persuasive. Yet the fruit 

becomes clearer when the calling practices building reciprocal attention. The heart grows 

strong enough to carry increase without becoming captive to it.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: prophetic culture shaped by caring, listening, hearing, seeing, 

testing, and strengthening one another. A setting trains perception by asking specific things 

of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: create 

rooms where people remain persons. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when 

it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment 

into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, 

and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of prophetic culture 

shaped by caring, listening, hearing, seeing, testing, and strengthening one another therefore 

keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant was 

changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within 1 Corinthians 14:3. Calling can be romanticized until it 

loses its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political 

pressures, communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained 

accountable to the God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories 

must therefore preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected 

by spiritual claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from making the loudest voice the center toward building reciprocal 

attention changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses 

some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending to have no history, 

and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows training to perform 
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its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and 

enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with prophetic culture shaped 

by caring, listening, hearing, seeing, testing, and strengthening one another. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for A Community That Can Hear: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In prophetic culture shaped by 

caring, listening, hearing, seeing, testing, and strengthening one another, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows 1 Corinthians 14:3 into the interior life. The text asks the 

reader to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins 

the movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever making the loudest voice the 

center takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the soul practices 

building reciprocal attention, the story opens toward covenant, community, and service. The 

shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How 
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impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what 

truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, create rooms where people remain persons, can be carried 

for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive 1 Corinthians 14:3 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced making 

the loudest voice the center, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of building reciprocal 

attention. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening become a place of service, 

and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next 

assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person 

whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 29

The Next Yes

Joshua 3:5

Calling is often remembered backward. A present opening casts light across earlier years, 

and scattered moments begin to stand together like stones that had always marked one path. 

Chapter 29 enters through future missional movement, wider service, and leadership 

entered through the same obedience that governed earlier seasons. The question is larger 

than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been doing 

when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Joshua 3:5. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and response 

with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It summons 

attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called person 

listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the word is 

carried.

That distinction matters because trying to possess tomorrow through prediction. A life 

interpreted through that lens becomes unnecessarily small. The wiser reading is 

consecrating the next faithful response. This reading grants dignity to the past while leaving 

the future free.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: future missional movement, wider service, and leadership 

entered through the same obedience that governed earlier seasons. A setting trains 

perception by asking specific things of the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require 

courage. Some expose the distance between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. 

Some teach that the most spiritual act available is to remain present long enough to 

understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 
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seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.

The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: choose 

obedience at the scale of today. Memory becomes an instrument of discernment when it is 

offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn every earlier moment into 

prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived time, testing, service, and 

the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of future missional 

movement, wider service, and leadership entered through the same obedience that governed 

earlier seasons therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, 

how the servant was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Joshua 3:5. Calling can be romanticized until it loses its 

cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from trying to possess tomorrow through prediction toward consecrating 

the next faithful response changes the emotional climate of formation. Anxiety loosens. 
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Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive instruction without pretending 

to have no history, and can honor history without resisting instruction. This balance allows 

training to perform its best work: refining language, strengthening character, clarifying 

boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with future missional 

movement, wider service, and leadership entered through the same obedience that governed 

earlier seasons. Describe only what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that 

followed, the counsel that helped interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for 

the people involved before drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps 

love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for The Next Yes: The question beneath this chapter concerns the 

relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late because 

communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or because God 

shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is not created 

by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings accountability, shared 

wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In future missional movement, wider service, and 

leadership entered through the same obedience that governed earlier seasons, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Joshua 3:5 into the interior life. The text asks the reader to 

receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever trying to possess tomorrow 

through prediction takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 
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soul practices consecrating the next faithful response, the story opens toward covenant, 

community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the questions a person asks. 

Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant asks, Whom am I being 

prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what form of faithfulness 

belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, choose obedience at the scale of today, can be carried for 

seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. On the second, 

identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where correction improved 

the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. On the fifth, pray for 

those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from assignment. On the seventh, 

write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. This rhythm protects wonder 

while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new season from consuming the 

older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Joshua 3:5 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced trying to 

possess tomorrow through prediction, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

consecrating the next faithful response. Let every gift become a means of love, every opening 

become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen my dependence upon You. Give 

me courage for the next assignment, patience for the unanswered question, and tenderness 

toward every person whose life intersects the calling. Amen.
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Chapter 30

A Long History in God

Philippians 1:6

Divine formation rarely obeys the human appetite for clean beginnings. It moves through 

study, service, displacement, work, friendship, failure, recovery, and the patient repetitions 

by which love becomes trustworthy. Chapter 30 enters through the mature confession that a 

new dimension can open inside a calling God has cultivated for decades. The question is 

larger than chronology. It concerns how a person tells the truth about what God has been 

doing when the present feels dramatically new and the roots reach far behind it.

The governing text is Philippians 1:6. Read slowly, it places initiative with God and 

response with the human being. The passage invites neither passivity nor self-importance. It 

summons attentive partnership: God speaks, forms, sends, corrects, and sustains; the called 

person listens, tests, obeys, learns, and remains accountable for the manner in which the 

word is carried.

The spiritual danger here is calling oneself late, small, or merely beginning. It can distort 

memory and hurry identity. Mature stewardship instead means receiving continuity, 

acceleration, and holy incompletion together, a posture spacious enough for confidence, 

correction, and growth.

For Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown, this theme belongs to an actual history. Her prophetic journey 

began about twenty-five years ago in college, before Monte Coca, before formal schools 

supplied shared vocabulary, and before concentrated formation in 2026 brought many 

streams into visible convergence. The early years deserve careful language. They were 

neither empty waiting rooms nor a finished declaration. They were living formation, already 

bearing the fingerprints of grace.

Consider the setting itself: the mature confession that a new dimension can open inside a 

calling God has cultivated for decades. A setting trains perception by asking specific things of 

the soul. Some rooms require patience. Some require courage. Some expose the distance 

between a quick impression and a faithful interpretation. Some teach that the most spiritual 

act available is to remain present long enough to understand the person standing nearby.

This is why the phrase new dimension carries more truth than the phrase new gift. 

Dimension speaks of range, depth, integration, responsibility, and a widened field of view. It 

permits continuity. The gift can be old in origin and fresh in expression. The servant can be 

seasoned in experience and young within a newly opened sphere. Both statements can be 

held without confusion.
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The central discipline of this chapter is simple to state and demanding to live: walk 

forward as one already known and still being formed. Memory becomes an instrument of 

discernment when it is offered to God with gratitude and accuracy. The goal is not to turn 

every earlier moment into prophecy. The goal is to notice the durable patterns that survived 

time, testing, service, and the counsel of trustworthy communities.

A physician-scientist understands that a single observation may be meaningful while still 

requiring context. Repeated observations build a pattern. Independent witnesses strengthen 

confidence. Contradictory evidence deserves attention. Outcomes matter. This disciplined 

posture serves prophetic stewardship well. Revelation, interpretation, application, and 

timing can be distinguished without draining mystery from the encounter.

A missionary learns a related wisdom. People are never scenery for the development of a 

calling. Communities are never props in a testimony. Every place named in these pages 

represents lives with their own dignity before God. The truest account of the mature 

confession that a new dimension can open inside a calling God has cultivated for decades 

therefore keeps love at the center. It asks how service strengthened others, how the servant 

was changed, and what responsibilities continue after the story is told.

The imagery of roots is useful here. Roots do not compete with fruit. They make fruit 

possible. Their hiddenness is functional rather than shameful. They gather what the visible 

branches cannot reach on their own. When a season of flourishing comes, the wise response 

is not to despise the underground years. It is to draw from them with renewed gratitude and 

to protect the soil that sustained them.

There is also a warning within Philippians 1:6. Calling can be romanticized until it loses 

its cost. Biblical messengers carried words within complicated histories, political pressures, 

communal wounds, and personal limitations. Their authority remained accountable to the 

God who sent them. Any contemporary reflection that uses their stories must therefore 

preserve humility, Scripture, communal testing, and care for those affected by spiritual 

claims.

Here the language of youth can be redeemed. Youth may identify the freshness of a 

present expression, the need for mentoring, or the early stage of recognized public function. 

It need not erase decades of listening, service, mission, professional rigor, or spiritual fruit. 

To say, I am young in this dimension, can become an honest confession of teachability rather 

than an inaccurate verdict upon the whole journey.

The movement from calling oneself late, small, or merely beginning toward receiving 

continuity, acceleration, and holy incompletion together changes the emotional climate of 

formation. Anxiety loosens. Comparison loses some of its power. The learner can receive 

instruction without pretending to have no history, and can honor history without resisting 



THE YEARS BENEATH THE SUDDENLY  |  CISOP 2026

Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown125

instruction. This balance allows training to perform its best work: refining language, 

strengthening character, clarifying boundaries, and enlarging the capacity to serve.

Imagine a door opening at the edge of a long road. The door does not invalidate the road. 

It reveals why certain muscles were strengthened along the way. New access brings new 

obligations: clearer discernment, more careful speech, deeper intercession, wiser 

collaboration, and a greater willingness to say nothing when silence best protects what is 

sacred. Access is measured by stewardship.

For reflection, return to one concrete memory connected with the mature confession that 

a new dimension can open inside a calling God has cultivated for decades. Describe only 

what can be responsibly afÏrmed. Then name the fruit that followed, the counsel that helped 

interpret it, and the humility still required. Finally, pray for the people involved before 

drawing conclusions about personal identity. This order keeps love ahead of self-definition.

The chapter closes with a forward-facing confession: God has been faithful in the years 

beneath the suddenly. The present opening can be welcomed without exaggeration because 

its roots have been tested in ordinary obedience. The future can remain spacious because 

identity rests in relationship with God rather than in control of outcomes. What has grown 

quietly can now serve openly, at the pace and scale grace appoints.

For Deeper Formation

Extended meditation for A Long History in God: The question beneath this chapter 

concerns the relationship between recognition and reality. Recognition can arrive late 

because communities need time to observe fruit, because the servant needs language, or 

because God shelters development from pressures that would bend it prematurely. Reality is 

not created by recognition. Yet recognition can become a grace when it brings 

accountability, shared wisdom, and a clearer field of service. In the mature confession that a 

new dimension can open inside a calling God has cultivated for decades, the decisive 

evidence is the quality of attention offered to God and neighbor. That evidence accumulates 

through choices too small for applause: returning, preparing, listening, correcting, and 

keeping confidence. The mature reader learns to value those choices as the actual substance 

of formation.

A second meditation follows Philippians 1:6 into the interior life. The text asks the reader 

to receive divine initiative without surrendering human responsibility. Grace begins the 

movement; obedience gives it embodied shape. Whenever calling oneself late, small, or 

merely beginning takes control, the story narrows around self-evaluation. Whenever the 

soul practices receiving continuity, acceleration, and holy incompletion together, the story 

opens toward covenant, community, and service. The shift can feel quiet, yet it changes the 

questions a person asks. Instead of demanding, How impressive is my calling, the servant 
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asks, Whom am I being prepared to love well, what truth must I carry carefully, and what 

form of faithfulness belongs to this hour?

The practice of this chapter, walk forward as one already known and still being formed, 

can be carried for seven days. On the first day, gather memories without interpreting them. 

On the second, identify recurring forms of service. On the third, notice places where 

correction improved the fruit. On the fourth, thank God for people who provided oversight. 

On the fifth, pray for those affected by the gift. On the sixth, separate desire from 

assignment. On the seventh, write a restrained testimony that can survive honest questions. 

This rhythm protects wonder while allowing truth to become precise. It also prevents a new 

season from consuming the older wisdom that made the season possible.

There is a communal implication. A healthy prophetic culture gives emerging voices room 

to tell a long story. It avoids flattening people into either novice or expert. It listens for 

evidence of formation across family life, work, scholarship, mission, suffering, leadership, 

repentance, and service. In such a culture, the phrase new dimension becomes a hospitable 

category. It allows a person to enter genuine increase while remaining a learner. It also 

invites elders to discern which older capacities are ready for wider responsibility and which 

areas still require strengthening. The result is less performance and more stewardship, less 

haste and more durable fruit.

Prayer: God of the hidden years, illuminate the history that serves Your purposes. Purify 

memory from vanity, shame, and exaggeration. Teach me to receive Philippians 1:6 with 

reverence and to embody its wisdom in ordinary decisions. Where I have practiced calling 

oneself late, small, or merely beginning, renew my mind. Form in me the strength of 

receiving continuity, acceleration, and holy incompletion together. Let every gift become a 

means of love, every opening become a place of service, and every new dimension deepen 

my dependence upon You. Give me courage for the next assignment, patience for the 

unanswered question, and tenderness toward every person whose life intersects the calling. 

Amen.
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Epilogue: The New Dimension Has Roots

The revelation at the center of this book is gentle enough to miss and strong enough to 

reorder a life: newness and history can inhabit the same calling. Dr. Sherry-Ann Brown can 

enter Christian International School of the Prophets 2026 as a learner within a newly 

concentrated dimension while also honoring a prophetic gift that began flourishing in 

college. The humility of the learner and the testimony of the seasoned servant belong 

together.

Monte Coca now appears within a longer river. The medical and spiritual missions, clinic, 

teaching, preaching, gifts, and discipleship did not manufacture the calling. They gave it 

costly practice among people. Approximately twenty years of international mission 

experience, life across nations, professional formation, and decades of listening enlarged the 

vessel. The current season draws those streams together.

The next dimension will require more than recollection. It will require character equal to 

influence, testing equal to confidence, compassion equal to insight, and communities strong 

enough to tell the truth. The language of prophet, prophetic gift, and fivefold ofÏce deserves 

patience, biblical grounding, recognizable fruit, and accountable discernment. A title can 

describe responsibility only when life continues to carry its weight.

The years beneath the suddenly remain active. They supply wisdom for the rooms ahead: 

nations and neighborhoods, clinicians and trainees, researchers and interns, leaders and 

spiritual communities. Physical and spiritual cardiology meet wherever a heart must be 

heard carefully and strengthened to respond faithfully. The work continues in every place 

where truth and love are asked to travel together.

So the final word is neither arrival nor beginning. It is readiness. God has been faithful 

across hidden seasons and visible thresholds. The servant can walk forward without erasing 

the past, enlarging the present, or possessing the future. She can say with peace: I am 

entering a new dimension with a long history in God.


